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Out of the shadows

AUSTRALIAS first aged
care packages designed for
lesbian, gay; bisexual, trans-
gender or intersex seniors
has been launched in south-
east Queensland.

Described as “invisible”
when it comes to aged care,
this community now has
aged care packages tailored
specifically for them and
delivered by Care Connect.

“Traditionally, the les-
bian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender or intersex commu-
nity has been invisible
when it comes to aged care
tailored to their specific
needs and sensitivities,”-
said Care Connect chief
executive officer Paul
Ostrowski.

He said older adults from
this community had lived
most of their lives with
stigma, discrimination and
abuse.”

Ambassador for Ageing
Noeline Brown said Care
Connect’s trained staff
understood the issues fac-
ing the community.

“T believe Care Connect
strives to provide an
environment where people
do not fear discrimination
and, for those in relation-
ships, Care Connect recog-
nises partners as chosen
decision-makers, which isa
wonderful thing,” she said.
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(second right) with (from left) Paul Martin, Marissa
Galiazzo, Paul Ostrowski and Fred Maddern at the Care

Connect launch.

executive director Paul
Martin said that, for exam-
ple, 80-year-olds would have
been in their 60s when
homosexuality was decrim-
inalised in Queensland and
in their 70s when discrimi-
nation, based on gender
identity; became illegal in
Queensland.

He said as a result of
being marginalised for
most of their lives, these
seniors had learned to hide
their identities out of
necessity.

“He was delighted when
the Department of Health
and Ageing supported Care

Connect’s proposal to tailor
existing aged care packages
to suit this community in
south-east Queensland.

“We worked in partner-
ship with Healthy Com-
munities (the leading les-
bian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender or intersex commu-
nity organisation in
Queensland) to successtully
gain Commonwealth fund--
ing — we are now rolling
these packages out in south
east Queensland and are
calling for seniors to take
up this program.” .

m Care Connect 1800-116-166
Www.careconnect.org.au

. Afuneral is a sad time for every family.

This ensures your personal wishes are
recorded and made known to your
family, and it also protects them from
unexpected costs.

For some, the loss of a loved one can
also bring a financial burden, but this
needn’t be the case.

Allison Monkhouse has been caring
for families for 150 years and we‘ve
seen many changes in that time. These
days more and more people choose a
prepaid funeral.

To find out how our friendly, professional
team can help you and your family,
contact our Prepaid Funeral Advisor

on (03) 9592 5678

or info@monkhouse.com.au

care at home *

maintain your independence

Your home, Your choice, Our care

BlueCross Care at Home offers a range of
specialist services designed fo help
clients enjoy an independent, fulfilling
life in their own home.




